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a cabin where the Council of the elders was in
session.

The whole night was spent in making the two
French prisoners sing, while to them was added an
Algonquin captured from among the Outaouaks by
another band.

One of the cruelties exercised was the forcing of
these three prisoners to exchange insults, and torture
one another with coals of fire,—the Frenchmen
being pitted against the Algonquin, and the Algon-
quin against the Frenchmen. But the latter would
not obey such cruel orders, so that a Captain who
saw that the Frenchmen were unwilling to harm the
Algonquin, although they were maltreated by him,
made them sit down near himself, [gg] as if to assure
them of protection.

Finally, upon the Council’s decreeing that the two
Frenchmen should be burned, the sister of the
Captain slain by Sieur Brignac said that she wished
to have René to take the place of her dead brother.
One of the old men declared this to be only fair,
and it was granted, but not without opposition.

Sieur Brignac, however, was burned throughout
the whole night, from his feet up to his waist, and
on the next day these Barbarians still continued to
burn him; but, after they had broken his fingers and
had grown weary of burning him, one of their num-
ber stabbed him with a knife, tore out his heart, and
ate it. They cut off his nose first, then his eyebrows,
lips, and cheeks.

Throughout all that bloody and [100] cruel execu-
tion, this poor Frenchman never ceased to entreat
God for the conversion of these Barbarians, offering
on their behalf all the agonies they made him suffer,



